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Joint Chapters Meeting Notice 
CIROA IL33 & HOIMOAA IL09   

 

Meeting & Program 
Schedule 2025-26 

 
 

 
 
 
 
7 APR - Joint Chapters Board 
Mtng 
 
21 APR - Joint Chapters Meet-
ing - AI as a Class of Potentially 
Disruptive Technologies 
 
5 MAY - Joint Chapters Board 
Mtng  
 
19 MAY - Joint Chapters Meet-
ing - TRICARE Update  
 
 

(June - August Sum-
mer Break) 

 
 
Until further notice, Board Meetings will be held virtually by 
Zoom at 1900 hrs on the first Tuesday of the month, and 
Membership Meetings in person,  at Lariat Steakhouse, 2232 
W. Glen Ave., Peoria, IL 61614., on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 1800hrs.(Zoom available to those who can’t attend 
in person.)   

 
 

  Official Publication of Central Illinois Chapter IL33, 
ROA & Heart of Illinois Chapter IL09, MOAA 

Date:  21 APRIL 2026 
    
 
Location: Lariat Steakhouse, W. Glen Ave, Peoria, IL 61614 
   

 
 Time:  1800 Social Time 
  1830 Meeting Starts; Invocation, Pledge of  
           Allegiance; Order Dinner  
 
  Program: AI as a Class of Potentially Disruptive  
  Technologies: How can AI be used in Warfare?   
  Let's ask Gemini, ChatGPT, and Claude to see what they  
  say.                            
  
  Guest Speaker:  CAPT Bob Yonker, USN Ret  
                                           
 
RESERVATIONS REQUESTED!! 
 
BY SUNDAY,  19 APR 26, contact MAJ Jackson at 309-676-1602 
(Office), 309-657-3203 (mobile), or email: jacksonfinancial 
@yahoo.com with names and number of attendees.   HEADCOUNT 
IS IMPORTANT FOR FOOD AND SEATING. 

 
 
 
Volunteers needed to fill Leadership vacancies on the Board of 
Joint Chapters. 

 
(DBA Reserve Organization of America) 

Chapter Website:  https://www.moaa.org/chapter/heartofillinois/ 
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APRIL Meeting Program 
 

This will be a study on how Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), can be used in war-
fare!  How can AI be used in War-
fare?  Let's ask Gemini, ChatGPT, and 
Claude to see what they say.  We'll ask 
them to create a 30min presentation... 
then we will open the floor for a cou-
ple of your questions for the AI apps  
. 

APRIL Meeting Guest Speaker 

Remote Zoom Meeting Instructions 
 

To join the meeting online from home, click on 
link below.:  
Meeting ID: 863 9521 9434 
Passcode: 123123 
 
For those without internet: 
Audio only: 1-312-626-6799 or 1-309-205-3325 

CAPT BOB YONKER, USN Ret 

TAPS 
None to Report  

Dinner Menu for 21 APR 
 

BBQ Baby Back Ribs: 1/2 Rack $28/ 
Full Rack: $36 
Chopped Sirloin: $27 
Pork Chop: $35 
Prime Rib: Petite $36 Regular $41 
Large $46 
Deep Fried Catfish: $27 
Includes Salad & Sides 
 

20% Gratuity & Tax Added to Bill 
Deserts Extra 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86395219434?
pwd=EC5FZ38F9zQcgKpbvLRWXMtRpWOlx7.1  

Upcoming Meeting Concerns 
 

In a phone conversation today with the Ban-
quet Coordinator at Lariat Steakhouse, I 
learned that they are having concerns about 
the food requests at the recent meetings. 
Unlike many other locations where we could 
meet, the Lariat does not charge for the room, 
etc.. They depend on the food charges to pay 
for staffing, etc.. 
She noted that some attendees ordered Soup & 
Salad, even though it was not on the abbreviat-
ed menu that the board agreed to. Please keep 
in mind that revenue is important to our hosts! 
And, to us as well!! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86395219434?pwd=EC5FZ38F9zQcgKpbvLRWXMtRpWOlx7.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86395219434?pwd=EC5FZ38F9zQcgKpbvLRWXMtRpWOlx7.1


3  

 

Are you a Life Member?  If not,          

WHY NOT?? 

CIROA-HOIMOAA Committee Assignments: 

ROTC/JROTC 
 
LTC Justin Wilkerson 
USA Ret, Chair 
 
LTC Steve Krippel,  
USA, ISU/IWU/Bradley 
U AROTC OIC;  MAJ 
Paul Baumgartner, USA 
Asst. PMS 
 
SGM David Merritt,  
Pekin HS AJROTC 
 
1SG Holly Donald 
Peoria Manual Academy 
(HS) AJROTC 

1Sgt Shawn Martin, 
Richwoods CHS 
MCJROTC 
 
(Monthly Reports  
Requested) 
 
NEWSLETTER:  
MAJ Jerry Jackson, 
USA 
 
ESGR: LTC Dick 
Franzen, USA 
 
Historian:  Vacant 

MEMBERSHIP: 
LTC Reginald Ber-
nard (Acting) 
 
PROGRAMS & 
Website: 
CAPT Bob Yonker, 
USN 
 
LEGISLATION: 
LTC Reginald Ber-
nard, USA (Acting) 
 
PUBLICITY/Photos 
Vacant 

To Update DEERS 
 
Call:  1-800-538-9552 
 
FAX address changes To 
DEERS at: 1-831-655-
8317 
 
Mail address Changes 
to: Defense Manpower 
Data Center Support 
Office Attn: COA, 400 
Giggling Rd, Seaside, 
CA 93955-6771 

 
To Update TRICARE: 
Update addresses online: 
www.tricare.osd.mil/
DEERS 

Legislative Report  
 

Shutdown Fairness Act (S. 3168) 
 
With the last shutdown affecting the entire govern-
ment including our military, attention started to be 
paid to the fact that all our armed forces were serving 
without pay and efforts were started to rectify that. 
Since the Coast Guard was part of DHS they were left 
out. This Bill attempts to correct that, including Na-
tional Guard and Reserves members. This bill unfortu-
nately does not include US Public Health and NOAA, 
but we are advocating for their inclusion.  
 
Right now, as it works its way thru the 119th congress 
is a good time to ask your senators to pay attention to 
this effort. It’s Easy to send a letter out. Just go to 
www.moaa.org/shutdown.  (you do not have to be a 
member). They have a preformatted letter with ad-
dresses ready to go. Just add your name and click.  
 
This has gone on long enough, let’s get some attention 
to it.  

 

Reginald Bernard, LTC USA Ret - Acting Legis-
lative Chair 

 
 

 

 

New TRICARE Contact 
 

Here’s how to keep receiving important TRI-
CARE news and information! 
 

• Add: tricare@news.dha.mil  to your ad-
dress book or safe sender list. 

 

• Resubscribe through the new email plat-
form. A link to resubscribe will be availa-
ble on: tricare.mil/subscriptions soon.  

 

http://www.moaa.org/shutdown
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PrairieLand Bulletin 

Editorial Office 
C/O Jackson Financial Services 

1017 N. Maplewood Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61606 

 
 

 
 

Official Publication  
Of Central Illinois  

Chapter IL033, ROA 
& 

Heart of IL Chapter IL09 
MOAA 

 

 

Postage Here 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail To: 

About The PrairieLand Bulletin 

 
 
PrairieLand Bulletin is 
published monthly, except 
June, July, August and 
December, and is the 
official membership news-
letter of Central IL Chapter 
33, Reserve Organization 
of America and Heart  of 
IL Chapter 09, Military 
Officers Association of 
America.  
 
Editorial offices:   c/o  
Jackson Financial Services  
 
Street Address: 1017 N. 
Maplewood Ave, Peoria, 
IL 61606 
 
Phone number is 309-657-
3203 (Mobile) 
 
Email:  
jacksonfinancial@yahoo. 
com. 
 
MAJ Jerry D. Jackson, 
USA Ret, Editor/Publisher. 
 
 

ROA Charter from the Congress 
(SEC190102) 
“the purposes of the corporation 
are to support the development 
and exercise of a military policy 
for the United States that will 
provide adequate national 
security.  ROA was for a long 
time the exclusive military 
organization created by Con-
gress to advise Congress on 
military matters, with the more 

recent addition of MOAA., 
formerly known as TROA. 

TRICARE 
 

TRICARE West   
Region 
TriWest Healthcare     
Alliance (Includes Illinois) 
 
Toll-free Telephone Num-
ber (888) 874-9378 
 
Website: https://
tricaretriwest.com 
 
Claims Website: 
www.mytricare.com 
 
 

 
TRICARE For Life 
(TFL) 
Claims information online 
at: www.tricare4u.com 
(WPS) 
 
Send claims to: 
 
WPS/TRICARE For Life 
P.O. Box 7890 
Madison, WI 53707-7890 
 
Customer Service: 866-773-
0404 
 

2024–2026CIROA 
Chapter IL033 

Officers 
 

 
President:  Capt Richard Brenneman, 
USAFR (Former) 
 
Vice President:  VACANT 
 
Secretary:  CAPT James Tomlin, USN Ret 
 
Treasurer:  LTC Reginald Bernard, USA Ret 
 
Immediate Past President:  LTC Richard 
Franzen, USA Ret 
 
 

 
 
 

2024-2026HOIMOAA 
Chapter IL09  

Officers 
 

 
President:  MAJ David Zabinski, USA Ret 
 
Vice President: LTC Nate Williams, USA Ret 
 
Secretary:  CAPT James Tomlin, USN Ret 
 
Treasurer:  LTC Reginald Bernard, USA Ret 
 
Immediate Past President: CAPT Robert 
Yonker, USN Ret 
 
 
 
Joint Chapters Board Members: 
 
MAJ Jerry Jackson, USA Ret 
 
 
 

  

 
 
Notice of Disclaimer 
Publication of articles written 
by individual members of ROA, 
CH33 and MOAA CH09 does 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions and/or views of the 
chapters, or the national organi-
zations. 
 
Publication does not constitute 
an endorsement of views ex-
pressed. 


